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you have faithfully and lovingly and tender- 
ly and firmly performed this divine duty, 
give it over to him who hath done all things 
well. 

You will find tome sheep who can not be 
reached in the above way and may yet be 
saved, as it were "as by fire," some to whom 
mast be applied the torch and the rod. 
When the boy grows fretful and mean, and 
fault finding and ugly, and determined to 
kick up a disturbance, catch that boy and 
administer grace and favor to him thru the 
skin. So there are times and occasions 
when you must, in the spirit of wisdom 
apply the rod to some of your flock ; much 
wisdom and discretion must be manifested 
on our part at this juncture. There is no 
person who ought to have such a wide range 
of knowledge and wisdom and wise judg- 
ment and exceeding good sense as the pas- 
tor. For he should be able to direct and 
advise his members in their daily business 
affairs. At least in a general sense, incul- 
cating honesty, frugality and industrial 
activity into the lives of his members every- 
where. Pastors, you need good common 
sense in business. Here many of us fail. 
Here many of us succeed. 

I come now to one more very important 
duty of the pastor. It is that of visiting the 
sick, the sorrowing. Visiting the sick right- 
ly, is a very fine art, which many have not 
attained to. There is much of science that 
can be utilized in the visit to the sick room. 
The pastor ought to be one who can help the 
sick one to get well. Some pastors are a 
positive injury to the sick person in their 
conversation and conduct while in the pres- 
ence of the sick. The pastor must be wise, 
and carry sunlight and good cheer and hope 
and life in his words and very actions. 
Sometimes he or his helpers, must carry suit- 
able and well prepared dainties to the mouth 
of the hungerless sick patient. The time will 
come when the sick man will send as quickly 

0 and even more quickly for the minister, than 
the doctor because of his helplessness. I do 
not say that the pastor must do all this him- 
self personally, but he must at least wisely 
oversee this department of his work, and 
where the membership is not too large he may 
see each sick person personally. 

When death comes into the home, or 
comes at all, there too, the pastor needs to 
be wise, and possessed with much discretion. 
To give real lasting, and true comfort to the 
mother and father who have lost a dear little 
babe, is a great Christian accomplishment, 
and can be done only by those in whom we 
have confidence. To be able to impart true 
consolation to the wife who has lost a loving 
husband, or to the husband who has lost a 
wife, is your duty, my brother pastor. You 
must therefore know how to appeal to the 
higher and spiritual faculties of the soul and 
turn one from the transitory things of life, to 
the eternal and heavenly. Your duties con- 
sist also in going out to enlarge your flock, 
to seek and to save sheep gone astray, souls 
who are perishing.    You must have a burn- 

ing desire to further the good of your flock 
and to win other sheep into your fold. To 
snatch them from satan into the service of 
the great shepherd and lead them into pas- 
tures green and by waters quiet. And to do 
this successfully, you must be in possession 
of the Holy Spirit. Without him you will 
fail. With him you will succeed. You will 
have him if you will obey Jesus Christ and 
ask him for the Spirit. 

MEW WINE IN OLD BOTTLES 
V. M. REICHARD 

When the Lord Jesus used this figure of 
speech in reference to old bottles retaining 
new wine he was trying to demonstrate the 
impossibility of a reformed Judaism. He 
was giving a negative to that proposition 
which we hear so often repeated in political 
circles of "reform within the party." The 
old wine skins (bottles) had lost their re- 
sistency and consequently their adaptability, 
and it was impossible that the new virile 
potent fluid should be retained. Inflexible 
in their nature and incapable of adaptation 
to the new demands ruin would result befope 
change could take place. 

So with Judaism. Hard and formal ritual- 
ism had deprived it of all of its adaptability 
to new conditions. Strict compliance with 
the extreme letter of the law and a complete 
ignoring of its spirit allowed no opportunity 
for a higher and more spiritual development. 
And so utterly unfitted for the new demands 
made, it was safer—nay necessary—to cast 
it aside entirely rather than have this reform 
ruined and the spirit wasted. Judaism 
could not adapt stself to the lofty spiritual 
standards of Jesus, and so Judaism was 
passed by and a new society was founded. 
Judaism could not adapt itself to Jesus, and 
so a new cult was an absolute necessity and 
Christianity resulted. 

The truth of the illustration used by the 
Lord Christ has been re demonstrated in 
every era of his church. Hard, cold, 
Pharisaical ritualism has threatened the 
vitality of every new truth presented to it. 
Luther had no thought of anything but a 
reformed Catholicism and labored earnestly 
within his communion to that end. But the 
new wine of his teachings would have been 
fatal to the old bottles, and new bottles 
were an absolute necessity. John Wesley 
tried to introduce purer, holier and more 
spiritual living into the English church and 
failed miserably, until the new bottles of 
Methodism was taken up and filled. So it 
has always been. Mack and his devoted 
followers found it impossible to ingraft their 
ideas of the various sacraments on their 
pietist associates of Germany and so a new 
organization resulted. New wine not in old 
but in new bottles. 

When in the seventies and the early 
eighties a broader and more far reaching 
conception of Jesus and the scope of his 
teaching was taught by a devoted band of 
enthusiasts, the old bottles could not adapt 

themselves to the changed condition. Hard 
and fixed, and rigid, the new ideas and the 
containers were incompatible, one or the 
other or both must be lost, and so the new 
bottle becomes an absolute necessity. Henry 
R. Holsinger and all that he stood for must 
either go into new association or be lost to 
the world for all time. Arnold's Grove was 
not an accident nor the result of precipitate 
rashness, but simply the expression of that 
aphorism of Jesus, "new wine in new bot- 
tles." Inflexibility and lack of adaptibility 
made Arnold's Grove indispensable and he 
who thinks the seething ferment represent- 
ing the new idea might have been restrained 
and retained reads but poorly the lesson 
taught by past ages. 

But some will say there was no "new 
wine." There is no difference except in 
appearance between the Brethren and Ger- 
man Baptist churches—the so-called Pro- 
gressive and Conservative branches of the 
Dunkard fraternity. There may be in some 
localities a difference in appearance, and 
they who know us only superficially may 
think this the only difference. The apparent 
difference is however not a difference worth 
mentioning. 

More than twenty years ago the writer 
was in the habit of attending the old Mar- 
shall Street church in Philadelphia, and be- 
ing a stranger, it was at that time an impos- 
sibility to know from any apparent differ- 
ence in dress or otherwise who, among the 
young and middle aged, were members of 
the church. And the same condition exists 
to day in numbers of places. 

If the difference were so superficial as to 
be one in dress alone then there would be 
no excuse for the existence of the Brethren 
church as a distinct organization. There 
would be no new wine requiring new bot* 
ties. The difference is not one of appear- 
ance alone, but is basic and fundamental 
and meets the applicant for membership on 
the threshold of his initiation. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ and will 
you try to follow his teaching ? is what the 
candidate for baptism is asked in the Breth- 
ren church. "Will you bear and be gov- 
erned by the church ?" is what he is asked 
by my German Baptist brother. Here the 
difference is radical and primary. The one 
makes the man directly responsible to his 
Lord and Master; the other makes him sub- 
servient to the church. "New wine in new 
bottles I" Personal responsibility to Christ; 
right to private interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures and the latter as the sole rule of faith 
and practice. If I commit sin I offend eith- 
er God or my fellow man or both. My Ger- 
man Baptist brother may do this and also go 
further and sin against that impersonal en- 
tity, the "church," and for this he is held to 
strict account New bottles for the new 
wine. v 

In matters of polity we are as different as 
it is possible to be. I am amenable to my 
own congregation and to them alone. Along 
the lines of the New Testament I may be 


